
HB VOICES - ACOUSTICS
2016-2017

Welcome to the HBW music department 2016-2017!!!!!!
We are going to have a great year of learning, performing, and recording!
More information on the recording project will be coming

HB Voices is our general chorus open to all 5-8th graders that meets every Tuesday morning from 7:45-8:20 and one additional Monday, Wednesday, or Friday every other week for a sectional rehearsal.  Groups will be formed in the next week or so.   

Acoustics is our auditioned chorus open to 6-8th graders that meets every Thursday 7:45-8:20 and one additional Monday, Wednesday, or Friday every other week for a sectional rehearsal.  Groups will be formed in the next week or so.  Students are placed in Acoustics during the year -end evaluation that all chorus students complete in May-June, although there are some changes made during the school year as needed.
 

Students should arrive between 7:35-7:40 so they have time to check in and be ready to start promptly at 7:45.  Anything after that is considered late.  

All other information regarding chorus is the same for both vocal groups and there are no conflicts for those of you who are in band!!

Chorus is a voluntary class.  It is officially on your schedule and you receive a grade of pass or fail and citizenship marks just as you do for your other classes. You are expected to be at every class and sectional on time, for the entire time, with your materials (folder, music, pencil, highlighter, and a small mirror that stays in your folder), and to participate in Google classroom activities as they are given. 

A reminder:  As is school policy, no cell phones are to be out during class.  Please keep them turned off and safely away.  







You must schedule other school business for times other than chorus class and sectionals.

  On the rare occasion that a student needs to miss a chorus class or a sectional when not absent from school, you need to have a parent email me at school, ahamilton@veronaschools.org, or write a note that they know you missed class and you may not leave class without a pass from your teacher. Communication is very important, especially from a safety aspect.  We need to know where you are during the class meeting time, just like all of your other classes. 

More than two or three absences may result in a student not being able to continue in the music department, participate in department activities, and/or may result in a failing grade.


Being part of the department is a responsibility that you, and to a certain extent your family, have taken on.  Middle school is a time to learn that there is more to being a musician than simply knowing your part.  You are an important part of the whole. You come together to create something that no one person can do alone.  Other people are depending on you and you need to be responsible for knowing what is going on in regards to due dates, concerts, and what you need to do. Take this class seriously and be a responsible member.
We sing a variety of musical styles, in unison, parts, and sometimes in other languages and with various types of accompaniment.  We work on vocal skills, healthy singing habits, note and rhythm reading, and performance practices throughout the year.  
 All of our music is to be memorized, so even practicing the lyrics themselves can be a big help.  Concerts are in the winter and spring, daytime and evening, with a trip/competition in the spring.  
Fundraising begins in September to help pay for the spring trip and a percentage of the money goes into an escrow account for each of you to use for this years’ trip.  Any additional money raised will stay with you from year to year as you stay in the department, even up through high school.  
Any permission forms you’ve handed in are only needed once for a student in the department, no matter how many of our groups you are in.  If we are missing forms from you, we will let you know so you can get them in to us.  For other forms, fundraising items, trip forms, please adhere to the due dates and instructions carefully.

All important music department dates are posted on the music website and we will send out information on a regular basis.
Please check it. 

Mandatory concert dress uniform for all music department students:
Long sleeved, button down white dress shirt with a collar
Black dress pants
Black dress socks
Black dress shoes

After the spring performances we continue to meet for the year- end evaluations and some additional spring chorus music just for fun for those who wish to continue singing.  A schedule will be given at that time.  

	At HBW’s Back to School Night there will be a meeting for the parents of students in the music department at 6:15 in the auditorium before the general meeting.  This is to give more information about our program, introduce the parents/guardians that run our music association, and answer any questions. Please contact us with any questions or concerns you may have as we go along and check the music tab on the school website for more information. 

Print and sign your name on the next page and have your parent print and sign that you have all read this information.  It is due before our next class.  You can put it in my mailbox in the main office or stop by my room. 
Thank you for choosing to be a part of the chorus and music department here at HBW and have a great school year!!  Remember we are here to help you, so please let us know if you need anything!

 
Mrs. Hamilton













HB VOICES – ACOUSTICS INFORMATION- 2016-2017
Please return before the next class

[bookmark: _GoBack]We have read and understand the information regarding chorus and lessons at HBW on the music website for the 2016-2017 school year.  


Student name – printed – 

_____________________________________________________________



Student name – signed – 

_____________________________________________________________



Parent/Guardian name – printed – 

______________________________________________________



Parent/Guardian name – signed – 

_______________________________________________________



Parent/Guardian email address 

_________________________________________________________



Parent/Guardian daytime phone number______________________________________________


Date - _______________________________
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